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SEN ATE....No. 2 2 .
Commomucaltl) of iîtassactyusctts.
To the •P residen t o f  the Senate :—
S ir  :— In compliance with the provisions of the Act of April 
28, 1849, I have the honor to transmit to you, to be laid before 
the Legislature, the Annual Eeport on the State Library, for 
the year 1856.
I have the honor to be,
Very respectfully,
Your obedient servant,
GEO. S. BOUTWELL, L ibrarian .
B o sto n , S ta te  L ib r a r y , Jan. 26, 1857.
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L I B R A R I A N ’ S R E P O R T . *
To the Honorable Legislature of Massachusetts :—
The Librarian of the State Library, in pursuance of an Act 
passed April 28, 1849, presents to the Legislature the follow­
ing as his Annual Report :—
ADDITIONS TO THE STATE LIBRARY IN 1856.
Received by Purchase.
North American Review. Yols. 82, 83. Boston, 1856. 2
American Journal of Science and Arts. Conducted by 
Professor B. Silliman, B. Silliman, Jr., and James D.
Dana, in connection with others. 2d Series. Yols.
21, 22. New Haven, 1856. . . . . .  2
Edinburgh Review. American edition. Yols. 103,104.
New York, 1856. . . . . . . .  2
North British Review. American edition. Yols. 24,
25. New York, 1856. . . . . . .  2
Westminster Review. American edition. Yols. 65, 66.
New York, 1856. . . . . . . .  2
London Quarterly Review. American edition. Yols.
98, 99. New Arork, 1856. . . . . .  2
Magazine of Horticulture^ Botany, and all the useful 
discoveries and improvements in Rural Affairs. Yol.
22. 3d Series, vol. 2. Edited by C. M. Hovey. Bos­
ton, 1856. . . . . . . . .  1
* The following Report was prepared by the Assistant-Librarian.
GEO. S. BOUTWELL, Librarian.
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Fruits of America: containing a selection of all the 
choicest varieties cultivated in the United States. By
C. M. Ilovey. Yol. 2. Nos. 9,10,11. 4to. Boston.
Encyclopaedia Britannica, or Dictionary of Arts, Sciences 
and General Literature. 8tli edition. Yols. 9, 10, 
11. 4to. Boston, 1856. . . . . .
Public Laws of the State of Rhode Island and Providence 
Plantations : As revised by a committee, and finally 
enacted by the General Assembly, 1844. Providence, 
1852......................................................................................
The General Laws and Liberties of the Massachusetts 
Colony: revised and reprinted by order of the Gen­
eral Court, holden at Boston, May, 1672. Edward 
Rawson, Secretary. Containing laws to 1678. Cam­
bridge, 1672—1678. . . . . . . .
History of England from the Accession of James the 
Second. By Thomas Babington Macauley. 4 vols. 
London,1849—1855. . . .
Commentaries on the Conflict of Laws, Foreign and Do­
mestic, in regard to Contracts, Rights and Remedies, 
and especially in regard to Marriages, Divorces, Wills,. 
Successions and Judgments. By Joseph Story. 4th 
edition. Boston, 1852. . . . . . .
Reports and Decisions in the Supreme Court of the 
United States. With Notes and a Digest. By B. R. 
Curtis. Vols. 1—21. Boston, 1856.
Commentaries on the Law of Marriage and Divorce, and 
Evidence in Matrimonial Suits. By Joel Prentiss 
Bishop. Boston, 1852. . . . . . .
History of the United States of America, from the dis­
covery of the Continent to the organization of Gov­
ernment under the Federal Constitution, 1497—1789. 
By Richard Hildreth. Revised edition. In 3 vols. 
New York, 1856. . . . . . . .
Life of George Washington. By Washington Irving. 
In 3 vols. Vols. 1, 2, 3. 4to. New York, 1855,
1856. . . .  ................................................
Journal of the Honorable House of Representatives of 
His Majesty’s Province of the Massachusetts Bay, in
:me8.
1
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VOLUMES.
New England. May 1768 to January 1864: March 
15, 1770 to April 26, 1770, (2 copies :) May 30, 1770 
to April 26, 1771, Ac. Folio. . . . .  4
Temporary Acts and Laws of His Majesty’s Province of 
the Massachusetts Bay, in New England. Folio. 
Boston, 1763. . . . . . . . .  1
Hansard’s Parliamentary Debates. 3d series. Com­
mencing with the accession of William IV. 16°—20° 
Victoria}, Vols. 125—142. March, 1853, to June,
1856. London, 1853—1856. . . . . .  18
Juvenile Delinquents, their Condition and Treatment.
By Mary Carpenter. 12mo. London, 1853. . . 1
Inquiry into the extent and causes of Juvenile Depravity.
By Thomas Beg'gs. London, 1849. . . . .  1
Crime in England: its relations, character and extent, 
as developed from 1801 to 1848. By Thomas Plint. 
London, 1851. . . . . . . .  1
Law of Kindness. By Rev. Thomas Pyne. 18mo.
London, 1850. . . . . . . . .  1
Reports from the Select Committee on Criminal and 
Destitute Juveniles; together with the Proceedings 
of the Committee, Minutes of Evidence, Appendix and 
Index. Folio. London, 1852, 1853. . . .  3
Reformatory Schools in France and England. By Pat­
rick Joseph Murray. 12mo. London, 1854. . . 1
Digest of Decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, from the origin of the Court to the close of the 
Term, 1854. By B. R. Curtis. Boston, 1856. . . 1
Rise of the Dutch Republic. A History. By John 
Lotlirop Motley. In 3 volumes. New York, 1856. . 3
Appleton’s Cyclopaedia of Biography: embracing a series 
of Original Memoirs of the most distinguished persons 
of all times. American edition. Edited by Francis 
L. Hawks. With numerous Illustrations. New York,
1856.......................................................................................1
Cyclopaedia of American Literature: embracing Personal 
and Critical Notices of Authors and Selections from 
their Writings, from the earliest period to the present 
day. With Portraits, Autographs and other Illus-
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trations. By Evert A. and George L. Duyckink. 2 
Yols. New York, 1856. . . . . . .  2
Thirty Year’s View ; or, a History of tlxe working of the 
American Government for Thirty Years, from 1820 to 
to 1850, chiefly taken from the Congressional Debates, 
the private papers of General Jackson, and the 
speeches of ex-Senator Benton, with his actual view of 
Men and Affairs, Ac. By a Senator of 30 years. In 
two volumes. Vol. 2. New York, 1856. . . 1
Pilgrims of Boston and their descendents. With an In­
troduction by Hon. Edward Everett; also, Inscriptions 
from the Monuments in the Granary Burial Ground, 
Tremont Street. By Thomas Bridgman. New York.
1856...................................................................................... 1
Statutes of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Ireland. 16°—19° Victorias, 1853—1855. Vols. 93,
94, 95. London, 1853—1855. . . . . .  3
History of Massachusetts. The Provincial Period. By
John Stetson Barry. Boston, 1856. . . . .  1
History and Antiquities of Boston, from its settlement 
in 1630 to the year 1770. By Samuel G. Drake. 
Boston, 1856. . . . . . . . .  1
Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supremo 
Court of Judicature, and in the Court for the Trial 
of Impeachments and the Correction of Errors, of the 
State of New York. By John L. Wendell. Vol. 1—
26. Albany, 1853. . . . . . . .  26
Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Court of 
Chancery of the State of New York. By Alonzo C.
Paige. 2d edition. With Notes and Reference by 
Robert Johnstone. Yols. 1—8. New York, 1854. . 8
Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supreme 
Court of Tennessee, during the years 1848-9-50.
By West H. Humphreys. Vols. 9, 10. Nashville,
1850,1851. .   2
Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supreme 
Court of the State of Texas. Yols. 4, 9. By Oliver 
C. Hartley. Galveston, 1852, 1853. . . .  1
Reports of Cases in Law and Equity, determined by the
1857.] SENATE—No. 22. 7
VOLUMES.
Supreme Judicial Court of Maine. By Asa Redding- 
ton. Maine Reports, vol. 33. Hallowell, 1853. 
Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supreme 
Court of Judicature of the State of Indiana, being an 
official continuation of Blackford’s Reports. By 
Horace E. Carter, A. M. Vol. 1, 1847. Indian­
apolis, 1852. . . . . • • • •
Reports of Cases at Common Law and in Equity, decided 
in the Court of Appeals of Kentucky. By Ben. Mon­
roe. Vols. 1, ,6 : 1840-1, 1845-6. Frankfort, Cin­
cinnati, 1841,1855. . . . • • • •  
Cases decided in the Supreme Court of Ohio, upon the 
Circuit and in Bank. By Charles Hammond and 
others. Vol. 1—10. Springfield, Cincinnati, 1850
—1853........................................................................Pennsylvania State Reports: containing Cases adjudged 
in the Supreme Court. Vols. 1—20. By Robert M. 
Barr and others. Philadelphia, Lancaster, 1846—
1854................................................................... .........Reports of Cases ruled and adjudged in the Courts of 
Pennsylvania before and since the Revolution, and in 
C o u r t s  of the United States. By A. J. Dallas. 4 vols. 
Philadelphia, 1830—1835. . • • •
Reports of Cases argued and adjudged in the Supreme 
Court of the United States. By Benjamin C. Howard. 
Vols. 15 ,16,17,18. Boston, 1854—1856.
Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Court 
of Appeals of Maryland. By Richard W. Gill. Vols. 
3,4 , 8. Annapolis, 1848,1850, 1852.
Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supreme 
Court of the State of Michigan, Vol. 2. By George
C. Gibbs. Lansing, 1854.................................................
A Compilation of the Statutes of Illinois, of a general 
nature, in force January 1, 1856, collated with refer­
ence to decisions of the Supreme Court, and to prior 
laws relating to the same matter. By N. II. I urple.
Parts 1, 2. Chicago, 1856..................................... .........
New England Historical and Genealogical Register. 
Published quarterly, under the patronage of the New
1
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England Historic-Genealogical Society, 1856. Vol.
10. Boston, 1856. . . . . . . .  1
The Congressional Globe : containing the Debates, Pro­
ceedings and Laws of the 33d Congress. 1st Session, 
vols. 28, Parts 1, 2, 3 ; 29. 2d Session, vols. 30, 31.
34th Congress, 1st Session, Appendix, 1855-6. By 
John C Rives. Washington, 1854—1856. . . 7
Mettray: A Lecture read before the Leeds Philosophi­
cal and Literary Society. By Robert Hall. 12mo. 
London, 1854. . . . . . . . .  1
Mettray : A Letter from the Recorder of Birmingham 
to Charles Bowyer Adderley, Esq., M. P. 12mo. 
London, 1855. . . . . . . . .  ]
Mettray: Prom 1839 to 1856. From the “ Law Re­
view,” February, 1856. 12mo. London, 1856. . 1
3
Received by Exchange through the State Department.
LAWS, JOURNALS, ETC., OF THE UNITED STATES.
Statutes at large and Treaties of the United States of 
America. 1st Session, 34th Congress. 1855-6. Ed­
ited by George Minot. Boston, 1856. (15 copies.) 15
------From December, 1851, tb March, 1855, arranged in
chronological order, with References to the matter 
of each Act and to the subsequent Acts on the same 
subject. Edited by George Minot. Yol. 10. Boston,
1855. . ' ..........................................................1
Executive Documents, printed by order of the House of 
Representatives during the 1st Session, 33d Congress.
Vois. 15, 18. Washington, 1855. 2d Session, 33d 
Congress. In 14 volumes. 1854-5. (2 sets.) . 38
1857.] SENATE—No. 22. 9
Executive Documents, printed by order of the Senate of
the United States, 2d Session, 33d Congress, 1854-5.
In 12 volumes, exclusive of Nos. 78 and 79, following 
vol. 12. Washington, 1855. (2 sets.) . . .  2(3
Reports of Committees of the Senate of the United 
States. 2d Session, 33d Congress, 1854-5. 1 vol. 
Washington, 1855. (2 sets.) . . . . .  2
Miscellaneous Documents of the Senate of the United 
States. 2d Session, 33d Congress. 1854-5. 3 vols.
Washington, 1855. (2 s e t s . ) .......................................G
Reports of the Committees of the House of Representa­
tives. 2d Session, 33d Congress. 1854-5. 1 vol. 
Washington, 1855. (2 sets.) . . . . .  2
Miscellaneous Documents, printed by order of the House 
of Representatives. 2d Session, 33d Congress. 1854-5.
1 vol. Washington, 1855. (2 sets.) . . .  2
Digested Summary and Alphabetical List of Private
Claims, which have been presented to the House of 
Representatives from the 1st to the 31st Congress, 
exhibiting the action of Congress on each Claim, Ac.
Yols. 2, 3. Washington, 1853. (2 sets.) . . 4
Report of the Commissioner of Patents for the year 1854.
Arts and Manufactures. Yol. 2. Illustrations. Ex.
Doc. No. 42. 2d Session, 33d Congress. 1855. . 1
Debates and Proceedings in the Congress of the United 
States: With an Appendix, containing important 
State Papers and Public Documents, and all the Laws 
of a public nature. From the 1st Session, 16th Con­
gress, 1819-20, to the 2d Session, 17th Congress, 
1822-3, inclusive. Washington, 1855. . . • . G
United States Expedition, during the years 1838—1842, 
under the command of Charles Wilkes, U. S. N.
Atlas. Crustacea. By James D. Dana. Polio.—
Atlas, Botany, Cryptogamia, Eilices, including Lyeo- 
podiaceas and ILydropterides. By Wm. D. Bracken- 
ridge. Folio. Philadelphia. 1855. . . .  %
Narrative of the Expedition of an American Squadron 
• to the China Seas and Japan, performed in the years
1852-3-4, under the command of Commodore M. C.
2
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Perry, U. S. N. Compiled by Francis L. Hawks. 4to.
Washington, 1856. (6 copies.) . . . .  6
United States Japan Expedition. Observations on the 
Zodiacal Light, from April, 1853, to April, 1855, made 
chiefly on board the United States Steam Frigate 
Mississippi, during her late Cruise in Eastern Seas,
&c. By Rev. George Jones, 4to. Washington, 1856.
(6 copies.) . . . . . . . .  6
Information respecting the History, Condition and Pros­
pects of the Indian Tribes of the United States: 
Collected and prepared under the direction of the 
Bureau of Indian affairs, Department of the Interior.
By Henry R. Schoolcraft. Part 5. 4to. Philadel­
phia, 1855. . . . . . . . .  l
Condition of Banks throughout the Union. House of 
Representatives. 1st Session, 34th Congress. Ex.
Doc. No. 102. Washington, 1856. . . . .  1
Works of John Adams, Second President of the United 
States : With a Life of the Author : Notes and Illus­
trations by his grandson, Charles Francis Adams.
Vols. 1, 10. Boston, 1856. . . . . .  2
121
Laws, Journals, Reports, etc., of the several Stales and 
Territories.
NEW HAMPSHIRE.
Laws of the State of New Hampshire. June Session,
1856. Concord, 1856. (3 copies.) . . . .  3
Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Superior 
Court of Judicature of New Hampshire. By William
L. Foster. Vols. 8, 9, 10, 19. Concord, 1855, 1856. 4
Journals of the Honorable Senate and of the House of 
Representatives of the State of New Hampshire. June 
Session, 1855. Concord, 1855. . . . .  2
1857.] SENATE—No. 22. 11
RHODE ISLAND.
VOLUMES.Acts and Resolves of the General Assembly of the State 
of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations. Jan.
1S56. With Reports. May Session, 1856. Provi­
dence, 1S56. . . . . . . . .  2
Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supreme 
Court of Rhode Island. Vol. 3. By John P. Knowles. 
Providence, 1856. . . . . . . .  1
Records of the Colony of Rhode island and Providence 
Plantations, in New England. • Edited by John Russell 
Bartlett, Secretary of State. Yol. 1. 1636 to 1663. 
Providence, 1856. . . . . . . .  1
CONNECTICUT.
Public Acts passed by the General Assembly of the 
State of Connecticut. May Session, 1856. New 
Haven, 1856. . . . . . . . .  3
Resolutions and Private Acts of the General Assembly 
of the State of Connecticut. May Session, 1856. New 
Haven, 1856. . . . . . . . .  3
Connecticut Reports : containing Cases argued and de­
termined in the Supreme Court of Errors. By Wil­
liam N. Matson. Yol. 23. Hartford, 1826. . . 1
Journal of the Senate of the State of Connecticut. May
Session, 1856  ^ New Haven, 1856. . . . .  1
Journal of the House of Representatives of the State of
Connecticut. May Session, 1856. Now Haven, 1856. 1
Messages, Reports, &c., communicated to the Legislature
of Connecticut. May Session, 1856. Hartford, 1856. 1
Public Records of the Colony of Connecticut from 1665 
to 1678: with the Journal of the Council of War,
1675 to 1678: with Notes and an Appendix. By J. 
Hammond Trumbull. Hartford, 1852. . . .  1
NEW YORK.
Laws of the State of New York, passed at the 79tli Ses­
sion of the Legislature, 1856. Albany, 1856. (3
copies.) . ....................................................................3
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Repoi’ts of Cases argued and determined in the Court of 
Appeals of the State of New York. With Notes, Ref­
erences, and an Index. By Francis Kernan. Yol. 2.
New York, 1855. . . . . . . .  1
Reports of Cases in Law and Equity in the Supreme 
Court of the State of New York. By Oliver L. Bar­
bour. Yols. 20, 21. Albany, 1856. . . .  2
Reports of Decisions in Criminal Cases, made at Term, 
at Chambers, and in the Courts of Oyer and Terminer, 
of the State of New York. By Amasa J. Parker.
Yol. 2. Albany, 1856............................................................. 1
Journal of the Senate of the State of New York. 78th 
Session, 1855. Albany, 1855. . . . . .  1
Documents of the Senate of the State of New York.
78th Session, 1855. 3 volumes. Albany, 1855. . 3
Journal of the Assembly of the State of New York.
78th Session, 1855. 2 vols. Albany, 1855. . . 2
Documents of the Assembly of the State of New York.
78th Session, 1855. 7 vols. Albany, 1856. . . 7
Documents relative to the Colonial History of the State
of New York : procured in Holland, England, and 
France, by John Romeyn Brodhead, agent, Ac. Ed­
ited by E. B. O’Callaghan. Yols. 5, 6, 9. 4to. Al­
bany, 1855. . . . . . . . . 3
Results of a series of Meteorological Observations, made 
in obedience to instructions from the Regents of the 
University, at sundry Academies in the State of New 
York, from 1826 to 1850, inclusive. By Franklin B. 
Hough. 4to. Albany, 1855. . . . . .  1
NEW JERSEY.
Digest of the Laws of New Jersey. By Lucius Q. C.
Elmer. 2d edition. Containing all the Laws of gen­
eral application now in force, from 1709 to 1855, 
inclusive, with the Rules and Decisions of the Courts.
By John T. Nixon. Philadelphia, 1855. . . .  1
Acts of the 80th Legislature of the State of New Jersey, 
and 12th under the new Constitution. New Bruns­
wick, 1856. 1
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Reports of Cases determined in the Court of Chancery, 
and on Appeal, in the Court of Errors and Appeals, of 
the State of New Jersey. By John P. Stockton. Yol.
I. Trenton, 1856. . . . . . . .
Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supreme
Court and the Court of Errors and Appeals, of the 
State of New Jersey. By A. 0. Zabriskie. Yol. 4.
1853-5. Trenton, 1856. . . . . . .
Second Annual Report on the Geological Survey of the 
State of New Jersey, for the year 1855. Trenton,
1856. . . . . . . . . .
PENNSYLVANIA.
Laws of the General Assembly of the State of Pennsyl­
vania, 1856. Philadelphia, 1856. With an Appendix. 
Harrisburg, 1856. . . . . . . .
Pennsylvania State Reports. Yols. 23, 24, 25. Con­
taining Reports of Cases adjudged by the Supreme 
Court of Pennsylvania. By George W. Harris, Yols.
I I ,  12. By Joseph Casey. Yol. 1. 1855-6. Phila­
delphia, 1856. . . . . . . . .
Manual of Directions and Plans for grading, locating, 
constructing, heating, ventilating and furnishing Com­
mon School-houses. Thomas H. Burrows, Editor. 
Folio. Harrisburg, 1855. . . . . .
DELAWARE.
Laws of the State of Delaware, passed at a Session of 
the General Assembly commenced January, 1855.
Milford, 1855...................................................................
Revised Statutes of the State of Delaware to 1852, inclu­
sive. Dover, 1852. . . . . . .
MARYLAND.
Maryland Reports, containing Cases argued and deter­
mined in the Court of Appeals of Maryland. By 
Oliver Miller. Yols. 7, 8. 1854-5. . Annapolis, 
1855, 1856. . . . . . . . .
Laws made and passed by the General Assemby of the 
State of Maryland. 1856. Annapolis, 1856. .
: m e s .
l
l
l
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VOLUMES.
Journal of the Proceedings of the Senate of Maryland,
1856. Executive Proceedings of the Senate of Mary­
land. 1856. Annapolis, 1856. . . . .  1
Journal of the Proceedings of the House of Delegates
of the State of Maryland, 1856. Annapolis, 1856. . 1
House Documents of Maryland, 1856. . . . .  1
VIRGINIA.
Acts of the General Assembly of Virginia, passed in
1855-6. Richmond, 1856. . . . . .  1
Reports of Cases decided in the Supreme Court of Ap­
peals of Virginia. By Peachy R. Grattan. Vol. 12. 
Richmond, 1856. . . . . . . .  1
Journal of the House of Delegates of the State of Vir­
ginia, for the Session, 1853—4. Richmond, 1854. . 1
House Documents of Virginia: Governor’s Message, 
and Annual Reports of the Public Officers, &c. Parts 
1, 2, 3. Richmond, 1853, 1854. . . . .  3
NORTH CAROLINA.
Revised Code of North Carolina: enacted by the Gen­
eral Assembly at the Session of 1854 ; together with 
other Acts of a public nature, passed at the same Ses­
sion. By Bartholomew P. Moore and Asa Briggs. 
Boston, 1855. (3 copies.) . . . . .  3
Reports of Cases at Law, argued and determined in the 
Supreme Court of North Carolina. 1853—4, 1854—5.
Cases in Equity, 1853-4. By Hamilton C. Jones. 
Salisbury, Raleigh, 1854, 1855. . . . .  3
SOUTH CAROLINA.
GEORGIA.
Acts of the General Assembly of the State of Georgia, 
passed in a biennial Session, 1855-6. Compiled and 
Notes added, by John W. Duncan. Milledgeville,
1856. . ......................................................
Reports of Cases in Law and Equity, argued and deter-
1
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VOLUMES.
mined in the Supreme Court of the State of Georgia,
1854-5. By Thomas R. R. Cobb. Vols. 10, 17.
Athens, 1855, 1856. . . . . . . .  2
Journal of the Senate of the State of Georgia, 1855-6.
Milledgeville, 1856. . . . . . . .  1
Journal of the House of Representatives of the State of 
Georgia, 1855-6. Milledgeville, 1856. . . .  1
VERMONT.
Acts and Resolves passed by the General Assembly of 
the State of Vermont. October Session, 1854. October 
Session, 1855. Montpelier, 1854, 1855. . . .  2
Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supreme 
Court of the State of Vermont. Vols. 25, 26. By 
John F. Deane. New series, vols. 2, 3.—Vol. 27.
By Charles L. Williams. Vol. 1. Brattleborough,
Rutland, 1854, 1855, 1856...........................................3
Journal of the Senate of the State of Vermont. October
Session, 1854. Middlebury, 1854. . . . .  1
Journal of the House of Representatives of the State of 
Vermont. October Session, 1854-5. Montpelier,
1854, 1855.........................................................   2
Preliminary Report on the Natural History of the State 
of Vermont. By Augustus Young. Burlington,
1856..................................................................................1
KENTUCKY.
Acts of the General Assembly of the Commonwealth of
Kentucky, 1B55-6. Vols. 1, 2. Frankfort, 1856. . 2
Reports of Cases at Common Law and in Equity, decided 
in the Court of Appeals of Kentucky. By Ben. Mon­
roe. Vol. 15. 1854-5. Frankfort, 4855. . . 1
TENNESSEE.
Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supreme 
Court of Tennessee, 1854-5. By John L. T. Sneed. 
Volume 2. Nashville, 18t>6. . . . . .  1
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OHIO.
V O LU M ES.
Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supreme 
Court of Ohio. By R. B. Warden and J. H. Smith.
New Series. Vol. 3. Cleveland, 1855. . . .  1
LOUISIANA.
Acts passed by the 2d Legislature of the State of Louis­
iana. 2d Session, 1855. 3d Legislature, 1st Session,
1856. New Orleans, 1855, 1856. . . . .  4
The Revised Statutes of Louisiana. Compiled by U. B. 
Phillips, under the direction of a Joint Committee of 
the Legislature. New Orleans, 1856. . . .  2
Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supreme 
Court of Louisiana. Yols. 9, 10. 1854, 1855. By 
W. M. Randolph. New Orleans, 1855, 1856. . . 2
INDIANA.
MISSISSIPPI.
Laws of the State of Mississippi, passed at a regular Ses­
sion of the Mississippi Legislature, 1856. Jackson,
1856...................................................................................... 1
ILLINOIS.
General Laws of the State of Illinois, passed by the
18th General Assembly, 1853. Springfield, 1853. . 1
Laws of the State of Illinois, 1855. Springfield, 1855. 1
Reports of Cases determined in the Supreme Court of 
the State of Illinois, 1854-5. By E. Peck. Yol. 16. 
Chicago, 1856. . . . . . . . .  1
The Illinois Digest : being a full and complete Digest 
and compilation of all the Decisions of the Supreme 
Court of the State of Illinois, from Breese’s Reports 
to the 15th volume of Illinois Reports, inclusive. By 
Norman L. Freeman. 2 vols. Cincinnati, 1856. . 2
Transactions of the Illinois State Agricultural Society : 
with the Proceedings of the County Societies and
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kindred Associations. By John A. Kennicott. Yol. 
1. 1853—4. Springfield, 1855. . . . .
ALABAMA.
Acts of the 5th Biennial Session of the General Assem­
bly of Alabama, 1855-6. Montgomery, 1856. .
Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supreme 
Court of Alabama, 1855. By J. W. Shepherd. Yol. 
27. Montgomery, 1856. . . . . . .
Journals of the Senate and House of Representatives of 
Alabama. 5th Biennial Session, 1855-6. Mont­
gomery, 1856. . . . . . . . .
MAINE.
Acts and Resolves passed by the 35th Legislature of the 
State of Maine, 1856. Augusta, 1856. (2 copies.) .
Reports of Cases in Law and Equity, determined by the 
Supreme Judicial Court of Maine. By Solyman 
Heath. Maine Reports. Yols. 37, 38, 39. Hallo- 
well, 1855,1856. . . . . . . .
Journal of the Constitutional Convention of the District 
of Maine : With the Articles of Separation, and Gov­
ernor Brooks’ Proclamation prefixed, 1819-20. Au­
gusta, 1856. . . . . . . . .
MISSOURI.
Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supreme 
Court of the State of Missouri. By Horatio M. Jones. 
Vol. 22. St. Louis, 1856. . . . . .
First and Second Annual Reports of the Geological Sur­
vey of Missouri. By G. C. Swallow. Jefferson City.
1855. (4 c o p ie s .) ......................................................
ARKANSAS.
Reports of Cases at Law and in Equity, argued and deter­
mined in the Supreme Court of Arkansas, 1854-5,
1855-6. By L. E. Barber. Yols. 15, 16. Little 
Rock, 1855, 1856. . . . . . . .
MKH.
1
1
1
2
2
3
1
1
4
2
3
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MICHIGAN.
FLORIDA.
V O LU M ES.Acts and Resolutions of the General Assembly of Florida. 
Adjourned Session. 1855. Tallahassee, 1855. (3
copies.) . . . . . . . . .  3
Reports of Cases argued and adjudged in the Supreme 
Court of Florida, 1855. By Mariano D. Papy. Yol.
6. No. 1. Tallahassee, 1855. . . . . .  1
Journal of the Proceedings of the Senate of the General 
Assembly of the State of Florida. Adjourned Ses­
sion, 1855. Tallahassee, 1855. (3 copies.) . . 3
Journal of the Proceedings of the House of Representa­
tives of the General Assembly of the State of Florida. 
Adjourned Session, 1855. Tallahassee, 1855. (3
c o p ie s .) ....................................................................... 3
TEXAS.
Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supreme 
Court of the State of Texas, 1854-5. By 0. C. and 
R. H. Hartley. Vols. 13,14. Galveston, 1855,1856. 2
Digest of the Decisions of the Supreme Court of Texas,
1840—1853. By William Alexander. Philadelphia,
1854.................................................................................I
IOWA.
WISCONSIN.
CALIFORNIA.
The Statutes of California, passed at the 7th Session of 
the Legislature, 1856. Sacramento, 1856. (3 copies.) 3 
Journal of the 7th Session of the Assembly of the State
of California, 1856. Sacramento, 1856. (3 copies.) 3
Appendix to the Journal of the Assembly of the State of 
California, 1856. (Legislative documents.) Sacra­
mento, 1856. (3 copies.) . . . . .  3
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VOLUMES.Journal of the 6th Session of the Senate of the Legisla­
ture of the State of California, 1855. Sacramento,
1855. (3 copies.) . . . . . . .  3
Appendix to the Senate Journal. 6tli Session, 1855.
(Legislative documents. 3 copies.) . . . .  3
Journal of the 6th Session of the Assembly of the State 
of California, 1855. Sacramento, 1855. (Legislative 
documents. 3 copies.) . . . • . . . 3
Appendix to the House Journal. 6th Session, 1855.
(Legislative documents. 3 copies.) . . . .  3
Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supreme 
Court of the State of California, 1854. By H. P. Hep­
burn. Yol. 4. San Francisco, 1856. (2 copies.) . 2
OREGON.
Statutes of Oregon, enacted and continued in force by 
the Legislative Assembly, at the 5th and 6th regular 
Sessions thereof. Oregon, 1855. . . . .  1
Journal of the Council of the Legislative Assembly of 
the Territory of Oregon. 7th Session, 1855-6. Sa­
lem, Oregon, 1856. . . . . . . .  1
Journal of the House of Representatives of the Territory 
of Oregon. 7th Session, 1855-6. Salem, Oregon,
1856..................................................................................1
MINNESOTA.
NEW MEXICO.
Journal of the House of Representatives of New Mex­
ico. 1st Session of 1st Legislative Assembly, 1851. 
(Spanish.) Santa Fe, 1855. (2 copies.) . . 2
UTAH.
WASHINGTON.
Statutes of the Territory of Washington, being the Code 
passed by the Legislative Assembly at their 1st Session, 
February, 1854. Olympia, 1855. . . . .  1
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V O L U M E S .Acts of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of 
Washington. 2d regular Session. December, 1854. 
Olympia, 1855. . . . . . . .  1
Journal of the Council and House of Representatives of 
the Territory of Washington. 2d Session. December,
1854. Olympia, 1855. . . . . . .  2
KANSAS.
NEBRASKA.
Journal of the Council and House of Representatives at 
the 1st regular Session of the General Assembly of the 
Territory of Nebraska. Omaha City, 1855.
176
Pamphlets received through the State Department by 
Domestic Exchanges.
Annual Report of the Trustees of the New York State 
Library, 1856. Albany, 1856. . . . . .  1
Wisconsin Almanac and Annual Register, for 1856. By 
John W. Hunt. No. 1. Milwaukee. . . .  1
Annual Report of the Board of Directors of the Pennsyl­
vania Institution for the Deaf and Dumb, for the year
1856. Philadelphia, 1856. . . . . .  1
Twenty-Eighth Annual Report of the Board of Managers 
of the House of Refuge. Philadelphia, 1856. . . 1
Annual Report of the Managers of the Philadelphia So­
ciety for the establishment and support of Charity 
Schools. Philadelphia, 1856. . . . . .  1
Thirty-Seventh Annual Report of the Controllers of the 
Public Schools of the First District of Pennsylvania,
1855. Philadelphia, 1856....................................................... 1
6
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Volumes received from Foreign States, by exchange, through 
the State Department.
VOLUMBS.
Journals of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of 
Canada. September 5 to December 18, 1854, and 23 
February to 30 of May 1855. 1st Session of the 5th 
Provincial Parliament of Canada, 1854-5. Parts 1, 2.
Yol. 13..................................................................................2
Appendix to the 13th volume of the Journals of the 
Legislative Assembly of the Province of Canada.
From the 5th of September, 1854, to the 30tli of May,
1855. 18° Victoria}. 1st Session of the 5th Provin­
cial Parliament of Canada, 1854-5. Vol. 13. Nos.
1—14 inclusive, and Index. . . . . .  15
17
Volumes received by Donation.
History of the town of Medford, Middlesex County, Mas­
sachusetts, from its settlement in 1630, to the present 
time, 1855. By Charles Brooks. Boston, 1855. Pre­
sented by the Selectmen through the author. 
Proceedings on the occasion of laying the Corner Stone 
of the Public Library of the City of Boston, 17 Sept. 
1855. Boston, 1855. Presented by Hon. R. C. Win- 
throp.
Reports of the Prison Discipline Society, Boston, 1826— 
1854. 3 Vols. Boston, 1856. (Reprint.) Presented 
by the Society through its President, Hon. Sam’l A. 
Eliot.
Essays: Agricultural and Literary. By John C. Gray.
Boston, 1856. Presented by the author. . 
Description of a Skeleton of the Mastodon Giganteus of 
North America. By John C. Warren. Boston, 1855. 
Presented by the author. . . . . . .
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VOLUMES.
Elements of the Law and Practice of Legislative Assem­
blies in the United States of America. By Luther 
Stearns Cushing. Boston, 1856. Presented by the 
author. 1
Smithsonian Contributions to Knowledge. Yol. 8. 
Washington, 1856. Presented by the Smithsonian 
Institution. . . . . . . . .  1
Transactions of the American Institute of the city of .
New York, for the year 1854. Albany, 1855. . . 1
First, Second and Third Annual Reports of the Secretary 
of the Board of Agriculture, together with Reports of 
Committees, with an Appendix, Ac. Boston, 1854—
5-6................................................................................... 1
Second and Third Annual Reports of the Secretary of 
the Board of Agriculture ; also, abstracts of the returns 
of the Agricultural Societies of Mass., 1854, 1855.
Boston, 1854,1855. Presented by the Secretary of the 
Board of Agriculture. . . . . . .  2
The Charter of the Nations; or Free Trade and its 
Results: an Essay on the recent commercial policy of 
the United Kingdom, to which the Council of the Na­
tional Anti-Corn-Law League awarded their first prize.
By Henry Duncklcy. London, 1854. Presented by 
the Council of the Anti-Corn-Law League, Manchester. 1
Catalogue of the Books belonging to the Library Compa­
ny of Philadelphia. Yol. 3. Containing the Titles 
added from 1835 to 1856, together with an Alphabeti­
cal Index to the whole. Philadelphia, 1856. Pre­
sented by the Library Company............................................. 1
A Decimal System for the arrangement and administra­
tion of Libraries. Nathaniel B. Shurtleff. 4to. Boston,
1856. Presented by the author............................................... 1
Pennsylvania Journal of Prison Discipline and Philan­
thropy, 1856. Philadelphia, 1856. Presented by the 
Society. 1
Proceedings of the Essex Institute. Vol. 1. 1848 to
1856. Salem, 1856. Presented by the Essex Insti­
tute. .................................................................................. 1
18
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Pamphlets received by Donation.
FAUPHLETS.The Seventy-Fourth Anniversary of Birth-Day of 
Daniel Webster, celebrated at the Revere House, Bos­
ton, January 18, 1856. Boston, 1856. Presented by
John Clark, E s q . , ............................................. ........  1
Speecli of Rev. Rodney A. Miller, of Worcester, on the 
Plummer Professorship. Delivered April 12, 1855, 
before the Board of Overseers of Harvard University. 
Boston, 1855. Presented by the author. . . .  1
Twentieth Annual Report of the Executive Committee 
of the Young Men’s Association of the City of Buffalo. 
Buffalo, 1856. Presented by the Association. . . 1
Mercantile Library Association of the city of New York. 
Thirty-Fifth Annual Report. With the Report of the 
Trustees of the Clinton Hall Association. New York,
1856. Presented by the Associations. . . .  1
An Address, by James A. Dorr, a member of the New 
York Bar. Oct. 8, 1856. New York. Presented by 
the author. . . . . . . . .  1
Account of Leslie’s Retreat at the North Bridge, on Sun­
day, February 26, 1775. By Charles M. Endicott.
Salem, 1856. Presented by the Essex Institute. . 1
An Account of the Newspapers and other Periodicals 
published in Salem, from 1768 to 1856. By Gilbert 
1. Streeter. Salem, 1856. Presented by the Essex 
Institute. . . . . . . . . .  1
7
Received from Officers of the Government.
Journal of the House of Representatives of the Common­
wealth of Massachusetts, from May, 1780, to March,
1826. (Duplicates.) Folio. MS. . . . .  47
Journal of the Senate of the Commonwealth of Massa­
chusetts, 1856. Vol. 77. (Duplicate.) Folio. MS. 1
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VOLUMES.
Statistical Information relating to certain branches of 
Industry in Massachusetts, for the year ending June 
1, 1855. Prepared from official returns, by Francis 
DeWitt, Secretary of the Commonwealth. Boston,
1856. (12 copies.).................................................... 12
Reports of Cases argued and determined in the Supreme 
Judicial Court of Massachusetts. By Luther S. Cush­
ing. Vol. 9. Boston, 1856. (2 copies.) . . 2
----- By Horace Gray, Jr. Yol. 2. Boston, 1856. (2
copies.) ...................................................................................2
Documents printed by order of the Senate of the Com­
monwealth ftf Massachusetts, 1856. 2 vols. Boston,
1856. (6 sets.) ...............................................................12
Documents printed by order of the House of Represen­
tatives of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 1856.
2 vols. Boston, 1856. (6 sets.) . . . .  12
Massachusetts Register, for the year 1856. Serial Num­
ber, 90. Boston, 1856. . . . . . .  1
Boston Directory, for the year 1856. Boston, 1856. . 1
Acts and Resolves passed by the General Court of Mas­
sachusetts, 1856. Boston, 1856. (6 copies.) . . 6
96
Number of Volumes added to the Library during the year.
By purchase, . . . . • • • . 1 9 1
By domestic exchanges, . . . . . .  297
By foreign exchanges, . . . . . • •  17
By donation, 18
By other means, 9(5
Whole number added during the year 1856, . . 619
Number of Pamphlets received in 1856, . . .  16
Whole number of books in the Library, Dec. 31, 1856,12,001 
Whole number of Maps, Charts and Plans of Railroads, 251
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Lost or Missing, during the year.
Cushing’s Reports. Yol. 6. •
Lippincott’s Pronouncing Gazetteer of the World. . 1
Debates in Constitutional Convention ol 1853. 1st and
2d Yols. of 2 sets. . . . • • • •  ^
Kent’s Commentary. Yol. 4. 1
7
4
Dr. The CommomveaUh in account with the Trustees of the Slate Library. Cr. to0 5
1856.
Feb. 5, 26,
April 4, 
7, 9, 26, 
May 21, 22, 
27, 
June  6, 
Ju ly  1, 
17,Aug. 1,
Fruits of America. 3 Nos.,
Colonial Laws of Massachusetts,
Charge of express on above,
Life of Washington. 2 vols.,
North American Review, . . . .
Provincial Laws and Journals, .
Bouton’s History of Concord, N. II., . 
Cyclopaedia of American Literature, . 
Foreign Reviews, . . . . .
Benton’s 30 years. Voi. 2.Pilgrims of Boston, . . . . .
Express and freight of books from Toronto, 
Barry’s History of Massachusetts,
Session Laws. U. S. 1854-5,. 
Encyclopaedia Britannica. Vols. 8, 9, 10, . 
Phillip Second, . . . . . .
Public Laws of Rhode Island, .
Macaulay’s History of England,
Story’s Conflict of Laws, . . . .
Curtis’s U. S. Reports. 22 vols.,
Hildreth’s History of United States, . 
Bishop’s Marriage and Divorce,.
Hansard’s Parliamentary Debates. 16 vols., 
Works on Juvenile Reform,
Hawks’ Cyclopaedia of Biography,
Motley’s Dutch Republic, . . . .
Silliman’s Journal, . . . . .
British Statutes. Vols. 93, 94, 95, .
1856.
$6 002 00
25
12 00
5 00
5 502 50
10 (HI
8 00o 50
3 502 882 00
1 00
13 20
3 60
3 00
10 50
5 50
66 00
5 00
4 50
106 75
9 64
4 25
4 80
5 0022 55
Jan. 1, 
11,
Aug. 1,
By balance from 1855, . . . . .
return of freight paid on Foreign Exchanges, 
Annual Appropriation, .
balance of Special Appropriation, by Re­
solve March 18, 1852, . . . .
8182 64 
10 13 
300 00
295 87
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Oct. 16, Genealogical Register, . . . . . 2 37
17, Wendell's Reports. 26 vols., . . . . 104 00
Page’s Chancery Reports, 9 vols., 32 00
Kentucky Reports. Vols. 1—6, 10 00
Tennessee Reports. Vols. 9, 10, 10 00
Maine Reports. Vol. 83, . . . . . 3 75
Ohio Reports. Vols. 1—10, . 42 00
Carter’s Indiana Reports. Yol. 1. 4 00
Texas Reports. Vols. 4, 9, 10 00
Pennsylvania Reports. Vols. 1—20, 80 00
Blackford’s Indiana Reports. Vol. 1, 5 00
21, Drake’s History of Boston, . . . . 0 00
Oec. 1, Express charge on book from Philadelphia, 50Bite of Washington, 6d vol., . . . . 6 00
15, Fruits of America. 1 No., . . . . 2 00
Magazine of Horticulture, . . . . . 2 00
23, Congressional Globe. 10 vols. , . . . . 40 00
Balance to new account, . . . . . 41 60
§788 64 ! 8788 64 bo
LsJ
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Within the past year the State Library has been removed 
from the small and unsuitable rooms it has hitherto occupied, 
to the spacious apartment provided for it by the enlargement of 
the State House. Such an important change in the circum­
stances of the library furnishes a fit occasion for a historical 
sketch of it, and especially of the legislation concerning it. The 
earliest legislation will be presented nearly in chronological 
order, and in connection with more recent legislation, when 
the former and the latter both relate to the same topics.
ORIGIN OP THE LIBRARY.
Its origin, or the preliminary action which led to it, may be 
traced back to a Resolve of February 16, 1811, a period of 
fifteen years before it was formally established by law. This 
Resolve provided, “ that the secretary of the Commonwealth 
be directed to correspond with the secretary, or other proper 
officer of the several States in the Union, for the purpose of 
procuring a present and future annual exchange of statutes, 
for the use of the executive and legislative departments. And 
that the secretary be directed to forward three sets of the 
statutes of this Commonwealth already published, to each of 
the States which have not already received them, for the use of 
their respective governments; and also three sets of all the 
statutes which shall be hereafter published, to each of all the 
States in the Union, that shall agree to forward their statutes 
in return.”
The results of this Resolve were much more extensive and 
important than was probably anticipated by the legislature that 
passed it. It was generally and favorably responded to by the 
other States. It led to that system of exchange which now 
exists between each individual State, and every other State in 
the Union. It led to the formation of a legislative library in 
this State, and, sooner or later, in all the other States. The 
reception of a large number of State publications, and their 
accumulation in the different offices and legislative halls of the 
State House, soon furnished a reason, or created a necessity for 
collecting and arranging them in one apartment, placing them 
under some proper management and care, and thus planting 
the germ of a future library. It was thus that the State Li­
brary originated. To Massachusetts, therefore, may bo ascribed
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the honor of a legislative Act, forty-six years ago, which has 
resulted ultimately in a universal system of State exchanges in 
our country, in the formation of State Libraries, and in the 
accumulation of a large and most valuable portion of the hooks 
now on the shelves of our library.
In accordance with these views, we find that in the House of 
Representatives, January 11, 1826, Messrs. Charles Train, of 
Framingham, David Sears, of Boston, and Norman Hickok, of 
Sheffield, were appointed a committee to inquire into the expe­
diency of establishing a library for the use of the legislature, 
and, if expedient, where the same shall be kept, and under 
what regulations. Two weeks afterwards, the chairman, Mr. 
Train, reported Resolves for establishing a library of the general 
court, and providing for its safe keeping and management. 
These Resolves, assuming the form of an Act, passed both branches 
of the legislature with apparent unanimity, and were approved 
by the governor, March 3, 1826. The Act provided, that all 
the books and maps belonging to the Commonwealth, with some 
exceptions, and then in any of the apartments of the State House, 
be collected and arranged in the Land Office, and placed under 
the care of the Land Agent; that there annually be appointed 
a joint standing committee of three persons, to be denominated 
the Committee on the Library, whose duty it should be to su­
perintend it, to purchase such books, and make such regulations 
as they might deem expedient; that there be appropriated, an­
nually, for ten years, the sum of $300, to procure such books, 
maps and charts, works of science and the arts, as may tend to 
illustrate the resources and means of internal improvement of 
the Commonwealth, or of the United States. It is thus seen 
that the library was established just thirty years before it was 
transferred to its present accommodations, though materials for 
it had been collecting for several years previously. The provisions 
of the Act establishing it were re-enacted in 1836, except that 
the appropriation, instead of being annual for a limited period, 
was made annual without limitation of time. Revised Statutes, 
chapter 11, sections 9, 10, 11, 12.
FIRST COMMITTEE AND THEIR REPORT.
The first committee on the Library, consisted of Messrs. 
James T. Austin, James Savage and Francis C. Gray, on the
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part of the Senate, and Messrs. L. M. Parker, of Charlestown, 
David Sears, of Boston, and Theophilus Parsons, of Taunton. 
This committee in the first report on the Library, made to the 
• legislature June 7, 1826, stated that the entire expense of col­
lecting the books and providing for their safe keeping, was 
$191.76, and that the Library was then ready for the use of the 
general court; also, that the Commonwealth annually received 
from the government of the United States, and in exchange 
from other States in the Union, many volumes of important 
interest in connection with the politics and history of the 
country, not commonly found in other public or private collec­
tions, and that these, with a judicious expenditure of the small 
annual fund, would enable the Library to contain works of 
science and the arts that could not fail to illustrate the resources 
and means of internal improvement, and make it useful to the 
members of the legislature and honorable to the Commonwealth.
FURTHER ACTION UPON DOMESTIC EXCHANGES.
It was further ordered, January 6, 1827, that the committee 
be instructed to inquire to what extent copies of the laws of the 
several States have been obtained in exchange for our own, 
agreeably to the Resolve of 1811, what deficiencies there were 
in the laws of said States,, and what further provision was 
necessary for supplying such deficiencies and for preventing 
them in future. In consequence of this order, the secretary of 
this Commonwealth was requested to write to the secretaries of 
the several States informing them what volumes of the laws of 
their respective States were wanting to complete the sets in the 
Library, and requesting them, in the name of the committee, to 
supply the deficiencies, and to continue the series in future. 
The result of this effort was the receiving of 97 volumes from 
21 States, making the series of laws from some of the States 
complete, and from all the States nearly so.
Thus far legal provision had been made only for an exchange 
of statutes. But in 1844, a communication was received from 
the legislative librarian of South Carolina, together with resolves 
from that State proposing an exchange of Judicial Decisions, 
which were transmitted by the governor in a message to the 
Senate. The result was a Resolve, of March 11, 1844, directing 
the secretary of state to forward two copies of each volume of
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the Reports of Decisions of the Supreme Court of Massachusetts, 
which shall hereafter-be published, to each of the States in the 
Union that shall agree to forward the Reports of such State in 
return. As this Resolve was not retrospective in its operation, 
it brought no accession of Law Reports of a previous date. 
Nearly all the Reports previously published and now in the 
Library, have been procured by purchase. They are regularly 
received from every State in the Union and form a valuable part 
of the Library. By an additional Resolve of February 15,1845, 
our senators and representatives in Congress, were requested to 
urge the propriety of providing for the publication and distri­
bution of the decisions of the Supreme Court of the United 
States, among the judicial tribunals of the States, their executive 
officers and public libraries. A step still further towards per­
fecting the system, was taken by the last Resolve upon the 
subject of exchanges, May 11, 1853, authorizing the secretary 
of state to transmit, at the discretion and on the requisition of 
the trustees of the State Library, copies of our laws, law reports, 
and other public documents, in exchange for similar works, and 
without limitation as to the date of publication.
The number of State publications received through domestic 
exchanges during the past year, was 297 ; and the whole num­
ber of volumes received from this source, and now in the 
Library, is 4,337.
AUDUBON’S ORNITHOLOGY.
Alexander H. Everett, of Boston, introduced into the Senate 
of 1833 an Order, instructing the committee on the Library to 
consider the expediency of purchasing for the Library, a copy 
of the “ Birds of America,” by John James Audubon, of Lou­
isiana. The measure encountered a strong opposition, and 
after an earnest and eloquent debate for several days, a Resolve 
was passed, March 22, 1833, authorizing the committee, if they 
deemed it expedient, to purchase the work at an expense not 
exceeding eight hundred dollars. Subsequent expenditures 
were authorized for its preservation, March 23, 1835, and 
including binding and repairs, its cost to the State has exceeded 
one thousand dollars.
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DEPOSIT OF DUPLICATES.
In ten years from the establishment of the Library, when it 
contained over 3,000 volumes, a Resolve was passed, March 31, 
1836, repealing a Resolve passed March 2, 1835, for a similar 
end, and providing that in all cases in which the secretary of 
the Commonwealth, or the librarian of the legislature then had 
or should afterwards receive for public use, two or more copies 
of any statutes, books of common law, or public documents of 
the United States, or of any other States, they should forthwith 
dcposite one of the said copies in the Law Library of Harvard 
University, to be there kept, subject to the order of the legisla­
ture. There were deposited in that institution, under this 
Resolve, 1,155 volumes, which have been recalled by the trustees 
and restored to the Library, agreeably to a Resolve of April 29, 
1854, there being ample room for them in the new Library Room, 
and a frequent necessity for the use of duplicates, to meet the 
wants of visitors and of the legislature.
FOREIGN EXCHANGES.
Important additions have been made by means of litcraryand 
scientific exchanges with foreign nations. A system of inter­
national exchanges, originated and conducted by M. A. Vatte- 
mare oi Paris, having been commended with great zeal and 
enthusiasm to the consideration of members of the legislature 
and others, it was resolved, February 27, 1845,—“ that the sec­
retary of the Commonwealth, under the direction of the governor, 
be authorized to exchange copies of the State Map, not exceed­
ing twenty in number, and bound copies of the laws and legis­
lative documents of the Commonwealth, for the current year, 
not exceeding fifty volumes each, for books and other works of 
science and art from foreign countries, to be deposited in the 
library of the general court.” The governor was also author­
ized to appoint an agent in Paris to transmit books in pursuance 
of the object of the Resolve, and the sum expended was not to 
exceed $300. Similar appropriations were made February 12, 
1846, and April 14, 1847, to defray the expenses of Mr. Vatte- 
maro, as agent; and by a Resolve of May 2, 1849, twenty 
volumes of Law Reports were lo be furnished in addition to the 
laws and documents before granted, and the sum of $300 was
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made an annual and permanent appropriation. In the follow­
ing year, May 2, 1850, Resolves were passed, expressing thanks 
to Mr. Yattemare for his agency, and confidence in the system.
The whole number of volumes received from this source, and 
now in the Library, is 1,252. Some of the works are quite 
valuable, especially the statistical works, reports of commissions 
relating to public improvements, and those emanating from the 
different bureaus of the French government. Similar works, 
it is presumed, could readily be obtained hereafter, on applica­
tion by an accredited agent of the State, for a public purpose 
and in exchange for State publications. There are other works, 
costly, beautiful and even magnificent, containing delineations 
and engravings of historic interest and great artistic excellence, 
not wholly appropriate to the Library, which was established for 
reference and consultation, for purposes of legislation and busi­
ness, in short, for a working Library, and not to attract the pub­
lic for purposes of amusement, or to gratify a taste for the fine 
arts. There are also in this collection some works of little or 
no practical value. International exchanges through Mr. Vat- 
temare continued for eleven years, and the amount appropri­
ated to sustain them, together with incidental expenses, is $3,318, 
besides the cost of books granted, amounting to $1,800, making 
an aggregate of $5,118. Moreover, the books received were 
mostly in paper covers, and it was necessary for their preserva­
tion to bind them, and often at large expense. On the recent 
removal of them before placing them in the alcoves designed 
for them, those of most value remaining unbound were sent to 
the bindery and returned with a bill of charges amounting to 
nearly $300. This additional cost renders the books obtained 
from this source exceedingly expensive. Indeed, more has 
been sometimes paid for suitably binding rare and beautiful 
volumes, than would have been deemed wise to pay for the 
volumes themselves already bound on the shelves of the book­
seller, as the Library was in urgent need of books more gen­
erally useful and the means at its disposal were extremely 
limited. A partial substitute for this system of exchanges was 
provided by a Resolve of May 11, 1853, authorizing the secre­
tary of the Commonwealth, on the requisition of the trustees, to 
effect exchanges with foreign states in such manner as they 
may deem expedient. As yet, little has been added to the
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Library under tlie operation of this Resolve, but it opens the 
way for procuring, by exchange, such works and only such as 
are adapted to the object and wants of the Library. It was 
doubtless from considerations like these that the legislature was 
induced to terminate, the system of international exchanges 
through Mr. Yattemare, by a Resolve passed May 18,1855.
CHANGE OP DIRECTION.
The Act establishing the Library provided for the appointment 
of a joint standing committee of both houses, which was to have 
the sole power under the legislature of directing its management, 
and making additions by purchase. This was the general mode 
of superintending and enlarging the Library for a quarter of a 
century. As might have been expected, there were grave ob­
jections to the continuance of this mode of administration after 
the Library had become large and the duties onerous. In the 
First Annual Report of the librarian to the legislature required 
by law, presented in 1850, under an Act of April 28, 1849, it 
was suggested, “ that in order to secure unity and completeness 
of character, it was important that those intrusted with the re­
sponsible control of the Library, should have a settled policy, 
and be governed by similar views from year to year.” Such a 
policy and harmony of views were not to be looked for in a 
board of control annually changing, and often appointed with­
out a knowledge of their qualifications. It was to have been 
presumed that a board so constituted and holding office for so 
brief a period, would not be duly prepared for a labor so strictly 
professional as the proper care and supervision of a large library 
so special in its character. It was equally to have been presumed 
that different sets of managers, annually succeeding each other, 
would have different plans in respect to management, and differ­
ent preferences in respect to the class of books to be purchased. 
As, therefore, a legislative committee was wholly or in part 
changed with each successive legislature, it was a natural result 
that the Library experienced, to some extent, the disadvantages 
incident to the want of a uniform administration. To guard 
against such results, and to secure a competent direction, the 
Act of April 9, 1850, provided that the State Library be placed 
under the management and control of three trustees, to be ap­
pointed by the governor and council, to hold office for three
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years, and to exercise all the powers and perform all the duties 
formerly exercised and performed by the joint standing com­
mittee of the legislature. The first board of trustees was ap­
pointed June 6,1850, and consisted of Joel Giles and Charles 
Sumner, of Boston, and George Livermore, of Cambridge. Mr. 
Sumner, on resigning the trust in 1851, was succeeded by Henry 
T. Parker, of Boston, who, upon leaving the country, resigned 
his trust in 1855, and was succeeded by Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, 
who, by reappointment, now fills the place of Mr. Giles, who 
served for two terms as chairman. Mr. Livermore, by two re­
appointments, continues in office, and James A. Dix, of Boston, 
succeeds Mr. Shurtleff, who now occupies the place of the former 
chairman. All the gentlemen who have served as trustees have 
performed the duties of their trust without pecuniary compen­
sation.
LIBRARIANS.
By the Act instituting.the Library it was placed under the 
care of the Land Agent, John W. Coffin, who, for a period of 
twenty-three years, or till dune 1, 1849, was the librarian, and 
discharged his duties as such, in a manner highly creditable to 
himself and satisfactory to the legislature. At this time, it 
had increased to 7,346 volumes, and the labor of managing it had 
much increased also, while the duties of the Land Office were 
quite sufficient for one person to perform. At the same time, 
the Secretary of the Board of Education was without an office 
in the State House, where it was desirable that he should be 
located, as he was a State officer charged with the preparation 
of State documents, and by official business much connected 
with various departments of the government. For these rea­
sons, an Act was passed April 28, 1849, constituting the “ Sec­
retary of the Board of Education librarian of the State Library, 
with power to appoint an assistant, who shall also act, when 
necessary, as clerk of the board. The librarian is to report «to 
the legislature, annually, in the month of January, the receipts 
and expenditures on account of the library, with a list of all 
books, maps and charts, acquired since the last report, specify­
ing those obtained by purchase, exchange or donation ; and 
those, if any, which have been lost, or are missing; and make 
such suggestions in relation to the Library as may lead to itso X U . £. £• zft^h /¡ft/
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improvement.” Under this Act, Rev. Barnas Sears, D. D., the 
Secretary of the Board of Education, became librarian, and 
filled the office for six years, when he was succeeded by the 
present incumbent.
SPECIAL CHARACTER AND OBJECT.
As observed in the Eirst Annual Report, the only enactment 
intimating the particular character of the works to constitute 
the State Library, is found in the Act by which it was instituted. 
An annual appropriation was made “ to procure such books, 
manuscripts and charts, works of science and the arts, as tend 
to illustrate the resources and means of internal improvement 
of this Commonwealth, and of the United States.” The addi­
tions made by the successive Library committees, with the 
approval of the general court, and the legal provisions for pro­
curing the statutes, legislative documents, and law reports of 
the Federal and State governments, sufficiently indicate a pur­
pose to render the Library special in its character, or primarily 
adapted to the wants and convenience of the general court, and 
of the various officers and agents of the State government. As 
large general libraries exist in the immediate vicinity, embracing 
a wide range of English and classical literature and current 
publications for popular reading, comparatively little would be 
gained for the public benefit by forming another library of simi­
lar character. Therefore, in making additions by purchase, 
reference has been had almost exclusively to the specific object 
for which this Library was established. The principle of divi­
sion of labor, if observed by managers of library associations, 
may be as useful in this as in many other of its applications. 
Obviously, more important public ends are gained, and even 
the private convenience of many is more effectually subserved, 
by augmenting and perfecting a library, distinct in character 
and complete in kind, though limited in size, than by gathering 
a much larger number of books of a popular and miscellaneous 
character, of less value and more easy of access. In the judg­
ment of the trustees and librarian, special efforts should be 
made to procure works of reference most useful to legislators 
and public officers, such as the best legal, political, historical, 
statistical, economic and scientific works, which tend to illus­
trate the history, exhibit the resources, direct the labor and
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capital, and perfect the legislation of our State and country. 
It should bo, as it has been, a distinct object to gather and pre­
serve the elements of future history, as the history of towns and 
counties, and the biographies of prominent public men. And 
if the history of a State is to bo found in her laws, it should 
be a primary purpose to procure the reported judicial decisions, 
and, especially, complete collections of the statute laws of the 
several States, of the United States, and of Great Britain.
APPROPRIATIONS.
It is noticeable, as a singular fact in the history of the Library, 
and one not to have been expected in Massachusetts so distin­
guished for its liberal patronage of the means and sources of 
knowledge, that the annual appropriation of $300 for the Library 
has continued the same from its establishment. While there 
has been an increase of expenditure in every office and depart­
ment of the State government, and progress in every tiling, 
yet an appropriation which the Library committee, in their first 
report to the legislature in 1826, called a “ small sum,” is pre­
cisely the amount appropriated for the State Library in 1856, 
or after a lapse of thirty years. It should bo stated, however, 
as a partial explanation, that for several years there has been 
no room even for a temporary accommodation of additions by 
purchase.
There have also been some special appropriations for the pur­
chase of books:—$150, February 2,1827, for the purchase of 
Ree’s Encyclopedia; $800, March 22, 1833, for Audubon’s 
“ Birds of America; ” $100, March 23, 1835, for the preserva­
tion of the “ Birds of America; ” and March 18,1852, $1,000, 
for the purpose of supplying deficiencies and completing sets of 
important works. For want of room, an unexpended balance 
of the last appropriation, amounting to $295.87, remained in 
the treasury till last year, when, as shown in the foregoing ac­
count, it was applied to the purchase of law reports to complete 
important series. The total of special appropriations for addi­
tions to the Library, is $2,050.
The whole amount of appropriations expended for the increase 
of the Library, is as follows:—
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Special appropriations,
Annual appropriations,
Appropriations for Foreign Exchanges,.
Total, . . . . . .
$2,050 00 
9,300 00 
3,318 00
. $14,668 00
The above aggregate does not include the cost of books given 
by the State in domestic and foreign exchanges, amounting to 
a large sum, not easily ascertained; nor does it include inci­
dental expenses for binding, stationery, clerical assistance, 
furniture, book-cases, and fitting up the former Library-rooms, 
amounting to several thousand dollars; nor does it include any 
part of the very large expenditure for erecting and furnishing 
the new Library hall, which cannot well be separated from the 
general cost of the additional structure. The salaries of the 
librarian and assistant-librarian have never been a charge upon 
the ordinary revenue of the State. As they are officially con­
nected with the department of education, they receive their 
compensation from that portion of the school fund which is ex­
pended for educational purposes.
VALUE AND USEFULNESS.
The importance of the State Library is not to be estimated 
by the expenditures in its behalf. It has become an important 
trust. It contains twelve thousand books, besides maps and 
charts of great value. It has received from the State, for its 
increase, about $15,000, besides the cost of binding, and of books 
given in exchanges. The additions to it by donations, by ex­
changes, and from the archives of the Commonwealth, are at 
least of equal value. As a mere pecuniary interest of the State, 
it is of sufficient magnitude to justify a liberal expenditure for 
its preservation, care and improvement. An ordinary prudence 
and foresight would suggest that such an amount of State pro­
perty should be in a safe depository, and under a competent and 
systematic direction.
It was stated by my predecessor in his Annual Report for 1850, 
that the “ chief value of the Library,judging from the daily 
calls upon it for consultation, consists in its extensive collection 
of statute laws and American law reports, especially the former.” 
In no respect is it more valuable, either for the legislature, or
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for professional men, or for the public. It now contains, prob­
ably, the most complete collection of the statutes of the several 
States and of State publications to be found in this country. 
No individual now thinks of collecting into a private library, 
the continuous and increasing legislation of over thirty States. 
No other public institution has done, or is likely to do this 
work. The State Library, through the State department, is the 
only agency that can be expected to accomplish it successfully.
The utility, and even the necessity, of having a complete 
body of the statutes of all the States and of the United States, 
easily accessible to business and professional men from all parts 
of the Commonwealth, can readily be seen. The business re­
lations of the people of this State, through commerce, mercan­
tile pursuits, manufactures and emigration, extend to all the 
States in the Union. The contracts resulting from business, 
the security and collection of debts, the transfer of property, 
the settlement of estates, Ac., &c., are governed by the statutes 
of the State where one of the parties resides, or where the pro­
perty is found. To ascertain the provision of these local statutes, 
our citizens can have recourse only to the State Library. The 
amount of consultations shows its importance to the public con­
venience. Merchants, lawyers, heirs at law, legatees, pensioners, 
claimants of every kind, applicants for divorce, authors preparing 
historical and legal works, and persons in official stations, come 
from various parts of the Commonwealth, and even from other 
States, to examine the legislation of the several States and the 
varied legal and documentary treasures upon our shelves. 
Thus, the Library not only furnishes works of reference for the 
use of the legislature, but is an instrument of great and increas­
ing public usefulness.
INCREASE AND SIZE.
The number of books collected in the Land Office, under the 
Act creating the Library, and constituting it at the close of the 
first year (1826) of its existence, cannot be ascertained from 
the records. In ten years (1836) it had increased to the number 
of 3,216 volumes ; in twenty years, 5,764; in thirty years, or at 
the close of 1856, 12,000 volumes.
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ADDITIONAL BOOM.
As early as February 28,1844, it was ordered, on motion of 
Mr. Cushing, of Boston, that the Committee on Public Build­
ings be directed to inquire into the. expediency of enlarging the 
accommodations for the Library. At that time it numbered 
5,738 volumes, and was contained in the room used as the Land 
Office. By a Resolve of March 15,1844, the Committee on the 
Library was authorized to ascertain in what way and manner 
enlarged accommodations for the Library may be made, within 
the State House, or otherwise, with the estimated expense of 
the same. After an interval of one year, a Resolve of March 
27, 1846, directed the sergeant-at-arms to cause a suitable 
room to be prepared in the basement story, immediately under 
the Library and treasurer’s office, for the use of the Library, 
under the supervision of a committee; and the sum of $1,200 
was appropriated for the purpose. An additional room was thus 
provided, at an expense of about $2,500. The two rooms now 
containing the Library were soon crowded from the additions 
annually made, and proving wholly unsuitable from the damp­
ness of the lower room, and the exposure of both to fire, the 
attention of the legislature was called in 1851 to the necessity 
of providing more ample and suitable accommodations in a fire­
proof apartment.
ENLABGEMENT OF THE STATE HOUSE.
The necessity of making further provision for the Library 
was so manifest and urgent, that May 10, 1851, on motion of 
a member of the Library Committee, Mr. Parker, of Shirley, it 
was ordered, “ that the Committee on Public Buildings be in­
structed to ascertain what additional rooms can be provided for 
the accommodation of the Library and committees of the legis­
lature, and at what expense the same can be obtained.” This 
committee submitted a report, May 13, 1851, with plans and 
estimates, and an accompanying Resolve. House Document 
No. 192, 1851. The accompanying Resolve was referred to the 
next general court.
In 1852 the librarian made the following communication to 
the legislature, that, “ in consequence of the accumulation of 
the Massachusetts State Documents, and the documents of other
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States, procured by exchange, and of books purchased annually 
by the trustees, the small apartments appropriated for the use 
of the Library are entirely insufficient for receiving the books 
with any arrangement of them upon shelves convenient for 
reference. In the basement story there is so much moisture, 
that, with all the care that can be exercised by means of fires 
in the winter, and the opening both the windows and cases in 
the summer, the books become damp and dingy, the covers 
often become mouldy, and the leaves of some are actually de­
caying. This is an evil for which there is no sure remedy, ex­
cept by removal. The Library being in a building ixot fire-proof, 
is of course liable to be destroyed by fire. That the loss in 
such an event would be ii'reparable, is evident to all.” This 
communication was referred to the Committee on the Library ; 
and, on their report, the subject was referred to a joint select 
committee, which reported a Resolve that was approved May 20, 
1 8 5 2 That a committee of three be appointed by the president 
of the Senate, and the speaker of the House of Representatives, 
to procure plans and estimates for a fire-proof building, to be 
erected in the rear of the State House, and report the same to 
the next legislature. This committee, at the next session, Feb­
ruary 21, 1853, submitted a x*eport of their doings with plans 
and estimates for the enlargement of the State House. They 
presented three different plans, and an Act of April 27, 1853, 
provided for the erection on the north side of the State House, 
of a fire-proof building to connect with the main edifice, in gen­
eral conformity to a plan called No. 3, in the report of the com­
mittee appointed by authority of chapter 99, of Resolves of 1852 ; 
and the sum of $65,000 was appropriated for the purpose. Thi’ee 
commissioners were also to be appointed by the governor and 
council, with power to erect the building, and make any altera­
tions in the plan that were approved by the executive. Com­
missioners were appointed May 25, 1853, and immediately 
entered upon the duties of their commission. The building 
was essentially completed near the close of 1855, and the cost 
of the enlargement merely, exclusive of furnishing and of 
alterations in the original building occasioned by the enlarge­
ment, was $220,686.88.
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LIBRARY-ROOM NOT SUFFICIENTLY WARMED.
It is much to be regretted that the new apartment is not 
adequately warmed. A fair trial of the existing apparatus for 
warming it, has shown that it entirely fails to accomplish its 
object. In very cold weather the temperature is sometimes 
below forty degrees, and seldom rises as high as sixty degrees, 
even when the apparatus is made to yield all the heat which it 
is capable of producing with safety. Such a low temperature 
at times, and especially cold and strong currents of air con­
stantly felt near the floor causes not merely discomfort, but a 
serious exposure of the health of visitors and occupants. The 
failure of the apparatus to warm the apartment sufficiently, 
may be ascribed, not merely to the defectiveness of the appara­
tus itself, but also to great obstacles which it might be difficult 
to overcome by other approved methods of warming public 
buildings. The subject is commended to the attention of the 
legislature, and it is respectfully suggested that measures be 
taken and an appropriation made to remedy, as far as practi­
cable, the evils complained of.
The trustees and librarian were authorized, by a Resolve of 
April 29, 1854, to transfer to the new apartment and arrange, 
as they deemed best, all the books, maps, &c., belonging to the 
Library, and employ the assistance necessary for the purpose. 
The transfer was delayed several months on account of the low 
temperature and continued dampness of the room. During the 
past summer and autumn the books and maps were removed, 
and they have been entirely and carefully rearranged according 
to the most approved classification. All works of the same, or 
similar character as to subjects have been placed, as far as 
practicable, in the same alcove, or in immediate contiguity. 
This arrangement may continue till the space reserved for the 
accession of kindred works shall be occupied, when there can 
be a rearrangement, or this manner of classification can be dis­
continued.
REMOVAL OF BOOKS.
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CATALOGUES.
The Resolve authorizing a removal of the books, also author­
ized the librarian and trustees to prepare and print a convenient 
catalogue, with an approved classification. Under the authority 
thus given, there has been prepared a complete card-catalogue 
of the entire Library, embracing all the works in the English and 
in foreign languages, and in general accordance with the system 
and rules recommended and adopted by the Smithsonian Insti­
tution at Washington. A classified index of the works, with 
abbreviated titles, has also been prepared, showing what works 
are now in the Library pertaining to any one class of subjects, 
or belonging to the same department of knowledge. The ad­
vantage of card-catalogues over all others for the librarian’s 
use, arises from the fact, that they can be constantly kept per­
fect and complete, although daily additions are made to the 
Library. It is proposed to prepare and print, as soon as prac­
ticable, an alphabetical index from the card-catalogue ’already 
constructed, with abbreviated titles, and convenient references 
to each volume, to be a manual for the daily use of visitors. 
Such an index would be of small size, and as the Library in­
creased and convenience required, it could occasionally be re­
printed, at a small expense. In addition, manuscript alcove 
catalogues are in a course of preparation, which will give short 
titles of the books in the precise order in which they stand on 
the shelves in each alcove.
Acknowledgments are here due to the chairman of the trus­
tees, Nathaniel B. Shurtleff, M. D., for assistance derived from 
his recent work, entitled, “ A Decimal System for the arrange­
ment and administration of Libraries,” which the author has 
modestly printed, rather than published. The work is original, 
ingenious, and may be highly useful, as the method it proposes, 
in respect to the saving of time and labor, bears a relation to 
the management of libraries similar to that which the Deci­
mal System bears to a national currency. Though it was 
specially designed for library apartments constructed with 
reference to the system, and for large circulating libraries, yet 
its directions have been, and will still be, of service to the State 
Library. By its simplicity, completeness and practicalness, it 
appears eminently adapted to promote convenience and despatch.
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The clerical assistance employed for the preparation of a 
catalogue and the arrangement of books, has been that of 
females, who have performed their work thus far with admirable 
judgment and skill, and at a cost much less than is usually 
paid for clerk hire in the various offices of the government.
FURNISHING OF THE LIBRARY.
By the liberal appropriation of #3,000, by Resolve of April 
15, 1856, the trustees have been able to furnish and fit for use 
the Library-room, in a manner suited to its imposing structure, 
its architectural beauty, and its design. Its effect upon visitors, 
by its spaciousness, its massive finishing, its tasteful and appro­
priate arrangements, is uniformly pleasant and elicits universal 
commendation. The bills for fitting up and furnishing the 
room, are not all renderedthose already presented and paid 
amount to #2,230.
, INCREASE OF ANNUAL APPROPRIATION.
It is necessary only to suggest to the legislature the expedi­
ency of a larger annual appropriation for the purchase of books. 
The continuance of the present annual grant of #300, as the 
only means of making additions by purchase, will probably be 
deemed an unwise economy, even in the present embarrassed 
condition of the State treasury. The ample accommodations 
provided at such vast expense, and the great deficiencies of the 
Library, furnish a reason of imperative force for an annual 
appropriation hereafter, which shall enable the Library to be­
come what it ought to be, a more effective instrument of public 
usefulness and worthy of the Commonwealth.
Respectfully submitted.
GEO. S. BOUTWELL, L ibrarian .
